
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers                       6 July 2022 

As we approach the end of the summer term, you would think that things might slow down a bit, but it seems 
to be the opposite. Last week we organised and came second in the Sefton Schools Athletics championship 
and welcomed our new Year 7 pupils as well as hosting taster days for Year 5 in local primary schools. This 
week we hosted Farnborough Road Infants sports day, we took every Year 9 pupil to the Walker Art Gallery 
and World Museum. We are keeping up with our programme of Year 10 College visits and mock interviews.  
 
Our DofE Silver qualifier takes place this weekend and on Friday we are also taking our newly appointed 
subject champions for a training day at Maghull High School.  Last week was the Year 11 Prom and over the 
next 2 weeks we have two joint discos organised with Greenbank for Years 7 and 8. We are also very proud 
to hold our annual Awards Evening this Thursday.  
 
This, of course, is on top of finishing delivering the curriculum and planning for our priorities for next year. 
The work on joining the Southport Learning Partnership Multi Academy Trust is moving on at pace and I 
hope to be able to formally announce the outcome before the end of term. This move will not in any way 
affect the way we run the school day to day or the experience for your son, but will enable us to draw support 
and collaborate more formally with colleagues across the MAT, which will help us to improve our provision 
even further. 
 
THE BIRKDALE 5000 

On Tuesday 12 July 2022 we will be taking part, as a school, in an event to raise money for our house 
charities: 
 
Hawking House - Autism Initiatives & Cancer Research UK 
Turing House - Southport Foodbank & Macmillan Cancer Support 
Constantine House - Joe's Giants & Forever Angels 
 
We will be trying to complete a total distance of 5000km of running and walking, equivalent to 12500 laps of 
our running track, over the course of 5 days with the bulk of this being done on the Tuesday. 
 
As a part of trying to achieve this, all students will be asked to come into school on Tuesday wearing sports 
kit (this can be school PE kit or other sports wear of their choosing) in return for a £1 donation which can be 
paid through ParentPay or in cash on the day. They will then have one lesson during the day where they are 
taken out to the running track and asked to run or walk as many laps of the track as they can in that hour. 
 
In addition to this, we would like to invite families of our boys to come and join us after school at any point 
from 3.30pm – 5.00pm on Tuesday 12 July to do some laps with us. This can be as many or as few laps as 
you would like, they can be a fast paced run or a gentle stroll. There will also be some representatives of our 
houses with stalls selling snacks and hot and cold drinks to raise additional money for our charities where 
you can sit and relax in the (hopefully!) sunshine in between laps. 
 
This is a great opportunity for the boys to get out and get moving during the school day and beyond and 
hopefully reach our target while also raising money for some great causes.  
 
I hope to see some of you there on Tuesday.                   Mr Woodcock 
 
UGLY BUCKET – YEAR 9 DRAMA WORKSHOP 
On Monday 11 July 2022 our Year 9 Drama students will be taking part in a workshop run by Ugly Bucket, a 
multi award winning physical comedy theatre company. This will support the work they did two weeks ago at 
LIPA and also provide them with new skills and techniques to prepare them for their practical exams next 
year. We can't wait!            Miss Rimmer 



 
 

 
 

 
BIRKDALE PARK NURSING HOME PERFORMANCE 
Next Thursday 14 July 2022 our wonderful Vocal Club and Jazz Band will be performing for the residents at 
Birkdale Park Nursing home. This will be their debut performance outside of school and we are thrilled to be 
given this opportunity.             Miss Rimmer 
 
SAMUEL WRIGHT 10TW 

 
Samuel Wright took part in a West End production with PQA Southport last 
month and the performance was assessed by an examiner from Trinity College 
London.  

 
Samuel was presented with a Grade 4 certificate Musical Theatre in Production 
Distinction and a signed certificate from Pauline Quirke. 

 
Congratulations on this achievement Sam - we are very proud of you! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
As a school, we are very conscious of the extra pressure having to buy brand new school uniform can create 
for some families, particularly in the current economic climate. 
Therefore, we are planning to have a second-hand uniform sale in school as we have done (when possible) 
in previous years. 
If you have any items of uniform at home that your son has outgrown, please donate them to the school. This 
is, obviously, particularly relevant to Year 11s now their exams are finished, but we hope that others will also 
be able to participate. 
All we ask is that the donated items are clean and without rips or tears. Blazers are the most needed of 
course, but also ties, sports kit, jumpers and good quality trousers. 
 
MONKHOUSE UNIFORM POP-UP SHOP AND SIZING EVENT 
Our school uniform suppliers, Monkhouse, are bringing a pop-up shop into school on Tuesday 26 July and 
Tuesday 16 August between 11.00am and 6.00pm.  They are also holding a sizing event on Thursday 30 
June in school between 2.30pm and 6.30pm.                                    Mrs Manwaring 
 
BEDROCK VOCABULARY 

Bedrock Vocabulary is a fantastic online resource used across Year 7, 8 and 9 to boost vocabulary 

knowledge and retention. Pupils earn points for each of the activities, quizzes and units completed. 

Logging in is straightforward as pupils can use their Google log in details, rather than needing a 

separate username and password. We have reset the points for the summer term, although all points 

earned since September remain on pupil accounts. Our top five scores so far this term (from 19th April 

onwards) are: 

1. Dharaneesh Saravanan (Year 9) 1328 points 

2. Cezary Langowski  (Year 8) 1149 points 

3. Danny March Williams (Year 8) 1106 points 

4. Wiktor Zak (Year 7) 1073 points 

5. Dylan Pillai (Year 7) 1028 points 



 
 

 
 

Congratulations to this week's top five attainers! Very well done to Dharaneesh for continuing to hold the top 
position as the highest points attainer. Well done to all pupils that have now gained 1000 points or more. 
Superb work! Pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 continue to work hard to improve their vocabulary by completing 
their weekly lessons. This week is the final chance to earn Bedrock points, with certificates and enamel pin 
badges awarded for the highest attainment or greatest improvement at the end of school term next week.   
 
Bedrock's most recent competition continues this week. It is open to all pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9. Achieve 
120 points or more by 24 July 2022 on Bedrock to be automatically entered into the prize draw and be in 
with a chance of winning one of two Chromebooks. Good luck!                    Mrs Keating 
 

SAFE SPACE UPDATE 

Our wellbeing check-in with the Safe Space youth workers on Wednesday lunchtimes has been as 

popular as ever this term. The majority of students describe themselves as feeling green (good) on the 

traffic light system. Those amber and red have been able to have helpful conversations, particularly 

around anxiety and stress during the exam season.  

Tabz, who runs the Safe Spaces, says it’s been a privilege to journey with students through the weekly 

issues of everyday life, working with the school to provide a listening ear with an accepting and inclusive 

space for conversation. For anyone wanting to stay in touch, we have a bunch of helpful resources on 

Youtube and will keep up on our social media over the summer holidays - just search Safe Space 

Southport. 

BIG NEWS: The Safe Space team are also hosting a FREE music 

festival at Southport bandstand on Saturday 16 July 2022 to mark the 

start of summer, with returning artists from the Southport Higher Tour 

of 2020 who visited Birkdale High School and performed to hundreds 

of high school students in an epic gig at the Floral Hall. SoulBox band 

are set to return to Southport! Blending soul, rap and beatboxing, 

SoulBox are here to create fun, catchy music on the bandstand at 4pm 

for Sonfest Southport (a free music festival funded by charities, 

businesses and churches in Southport). Find out more 

at www.sonfestsouthport.org or get a flyer from the Safe Space 

gazebo. 

 
BPA UPDATE 

Year 8 Disco 

The Year 8 Disco will take place on Wednesday 13 July at Greenbank - £5 entrance.  purchase and consent 

via Parent Pay.  Please pay for places by 6 July 2022.           BPA Chair 

SEFTON PARENT CARER FORUM 

Sefton Parent Carer Forum are holding an event in Netherton on Friday 8 July 2022.  Further details are 

attached to this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sonfestsouthport.org/


 
 

 
 

PERIOD X 

Last term we had a fantastic response to Period X. Often there were more than 50 extra curricular 
opportunities available to our boys during a single week. The Period X timetables have been updated for this 
term and include some new and exciting opportunities to get involved in. Please take a look!            Mr Banks 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Yours faithfully 

  
Mr G Bourgade 

Headteacher 




