
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers                  8 June 2022 

I hope that you enjoyed the Platinum Jubilee weekend and celebrations. 
 
Back at school, we are continuing with the GCSE exam season. Our Year 11s' attendance and behaviour 
continues to be outstanding and was reported to me by a significant number of staff. Well done all. I hope 
this focus also applies to your revision and preparation at home. We are a few weeks from the end of the 
exam series and every hour you spend going over your notes and doing past papers will bring benefits. If 
you are unsure please speak to your teachers. They are here to help you, advise you and will provide you 
with further materials if you need them. 
 
Internal End of Year exams have also started for Years 7-9 pupils and are taking place this week and 

next. Good luck to all the pupils. There are also external exams in Drama (practical), Statistics, iMedia, 
Sports Studies (done) and Hospitality & Catering for some of our Year 10 students. 
 
On a more pleasant note, we have a range of visits set to happen over the next couple of weeks to 
Southport College, KGV, LIPA as well as DofE expeditions and Geography fieldwork trips amongst others. 
Good luck to all the pupils involved and thank you to all the staff who volunteered to organise them and 
take part. 
 
PUNCTUALITY  
Thank you to all parents who have supported the school and their son's learning by ensuring that their son 
arrives at school on time.  Being punctual to school and to lessons is essential as students who are late 
miss out on key announcements, opportunities and learning experiences.  Students who are late to school 
will be issued a detention by their form tutor to make up for the time late to school.  In addition to this, 
students who are late to school and/or lessons by a total of 15 minutes or more during the week will be 
issued a detention for Monday evening.  In instances where students are perpetually late to school, 
parents will be contacted to have a meeting in school, to discuss their son's punctuality record and to 
discuss the next steps.                 Mr Pryor 
 
UNIFORM 
The school uniform is an integral part of being a student at Birkdale High School.  As such, we expect the 
uniform to be worn appropriately at all times.  With this in mind we would like to bring to your attention 
some key focuses for this half term in relation to uniform.  We have noticed a small number of students 
who are borrowing school ties on a regular basis. If a student arrives at school without a tie they will be 
loaned a tie in the first instance by the school office.  In return, the student must hand in their phone which 
will be handed back to them at the end of the day.  We must reiterate that wearing a school tie is not an 
optional feature of the uniform and if a student has lost their tie then they must purchase a new tie from 
the school office. It is a student's responsibility to go to the office at the very start of the day if they have 
forgotten their tie.  If a student is seen in school without a school tie then they will be issued a detention.   
 
Please also be reminded that a school blazer is a compulsory part of the school uniform.  If students opt to 
wear a coat this should be worn over the top of their blazer and not in place of their blazer.   

 
Students must wear shoes that are in line with the school's uniform policy.  Students who attend school 
wearing trainers will be issued with black pumps and their trainers confiscated until the end of the school 
day.                     Mr Pryor 
 



 
 

 
 

A WEBINAR FOR PARENTS ON THE COVID-19 VACCINATION 
The COVID-19 vaccine is now available for all children from 5 years-old. To help carers, guardians and 
parents decide what’s best for their children, the department for Education is partnering with the NHS in 
London and the National Network of Parent Carer Forums to answer questions and give expert advice on 
the COVID-19 vaccines for children and teens. 
The webinar will take place on Friday 10 June from 1.30pm to 2.30pm. Please note that we are not 
organising this event; click on the link to access more information and to reserve a ticket.          Ms Bianchi 
 
CHATHEALTH 

ChatHealth is a new school health text messaging service for young people aged 11-19 which launched 

recently on 23 May 2022. Pupils can message the school nurses anonymously with any questions or 

concerns about their health. It is open 9.00am – 4.30pm Monday - Friday (excluding bank holidays) and 

aims to respond within 24 hours of receiving a message.  

Please see the attached flyer for details.         Mrs Donker 

BEDROCK VOCABULARY 

Bedrock Vocabulary is a fantastic online resource used across Years 7, 8 and 9 to boost Vocabulary 

knowledge and retention.  Pupils earn points for each of the activities, quizzes and units completed.  

Logging in is straightforward as pupils can use their Google log in details, rather than needing a separate 

username and password. We have reset the points for the summer term, although all points earned since 

September remain on pupil accounts. Our top five scores so far this term (from 19th April onwards) are: 

1. Dharaneesh Saravanan (Year 9) 833 points 

2. Cezary Langowski  (Year 8) 718 points 

3. Danny March Williams (Year 8) 705 points 

4. Wiktor Zak (Year 7) 695 points 

5. Dylan Pillai (Year 7) 670 points 

Our most improved students this term (from 19th April onwards) are: 

 Year 7: Adam Aldwinkle, Jamie Porter, Declan Taylor, Aaron Wright, Jacob Hesketh, Caden 
Potter, Zachary Holmes-Smith 

 Year 8: Josh Scott, Leon Krol, Joshua Allen, Jack Fane, Logan Farrington, Ollie Bailey, Thomas 
Roberts,  

 Year 9: Oliver de Belle, Kane Darby, Michael Atkinson, Connor Jarrett, Dharaneesh Saravanan, 
Morgan Rimmer, Charlie Gifford, Alistair Truett 

 
Well done to this week's top attainers and to our most improved students! Huge congratulations to 
Dharaneesh for maintaining his position at the top of the leaderboard! Fantastic!  
 
Pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 continue to work hard to improve their vocabulary by completing their weekly 
lessons. We highlight our top five points attainers each week, with certificates and enamel pin badges 
awarded for the highest attainment or greatest improvement at the end of each full term. Bedrock's prize 
draw ended just before the half term break.  
 
This week therefore sees the launch of their most recent competition! It is for all pupils in Year 7, 8 and 
9. Achieve 120 points or more by the 24th July 2022 on Bedrock to be automatically entered into the 
prize draw and be in with a chance of winning one of two Chromebooks. Good luck!              Mrs Keating 
 
 
 
 

https://www.events.england.nhs.uk/events/upcoming-webinar---should-i-get-my-child-vaccinated-against-covid-19?utm_source=7%20June%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 
 

 
 

BPA UPDATE 
 

Forthcoming Events 
The Year 7 Summer Disco will be held at Birkdale on Wednesday 6 July 2022 from 7.00pm - 9.00pm.  
Tickets are £5.  This is event has been rescheduled several times, majority of tickets purchased in October 

2021, additional tickets available from next week. 
 

The Year 8 Disco will be held at Greenbank on Wednesday 13 July 2022 from 7.00pm – 9.00pm.   

Tickets are £5.  (This event has been arranged as the previous Year 7 Disco was unable to go ahead 

due to Covid).  Tickets to go on sale next week. 

The next BPA meeting is scheduled for this evening (Wednesday 8 June 2022) at 7.00pm in school.  All 

welcome.   

BPA 200 Club draw – the next draw will take place at the June 2022 BPA meeting.  Don't forget you 

have to be in it to win one of 4 cash prizes each term.  Please complete the attached form and contribute 

£2 per month to help raise additional funds for our school.  Your support is very much appreciated.  

FILM AND CREATIVE MEDIA PROJECT AT THE PLAZA COMMUNITY CINEMA, CROSBY 

The Plaza is delighted to have secured funding for a new film and creative media project themed on 

Prejudice. It’s a FREE film and creative media project designed for young people aged 13-19 years  

It will run for two weeks from Mon. 25th – 28th July and Mon. 1st to 4th August from 10.00am to 3.00pm.  

Further details are attached. 

The project is inspired by German Expressionism in art and film. Referencing silent films, they will be 

using mime, masks, movement and body language to convey emotion and the thrust of the story. 

They will be working with a filmmaker, musician, graphic designer, artist and a mime artist who will 

provide coaching workshops in mime, movement and gesture. 

Places for this are limited, but if any students are interested and want to book a place, please ask a 

parent/carer to email christine@plazacinema.org.uk            Mr Moss 

                 THE GREEN MACHINE 

            Here are some ideas for those of you who are interested in green issues: 
 
TODAY, 8th June, is World Oceans Day 2022!  
It's held every year on this day to celebrate and honour our oceans and raise awareness of 

the vital importance they play in sustaining a healthy planet. Not only do they provide food, 
but they generate oxygen, help to regulate our climate and so much more. We can ALL help to protect 
the oceans. By using the World Oceans Day website event finder, you can find events near you and get 
involved or you could organise a litter pick with the family along the beach.  
THIS WEEK (6th - 12th June) Garden Wildlife Week 2022  
UK gardens are full of wonder. We want to celebrate these ecosystems by highlighting the amazing 
creatures that live in our gardens helping them to flourish. So, tap into all of the natural goodness that 
Garden Wildlife Week has to offer by promoting ways to help preserve and support our well-balanced 
ecosystem better known as our gardens. 
ALSO THIS WEEK (4th - 11th June) The Poetry of Trees  At the Atkinson in Southport, there's an 
exhibition which features a wide range of artists who are fascinated by trees, some for their aesthetic 
appeal, others exploring their potential for symbolic meaning. Artists around the world have developed 
deeply personal relationships with trees which have become central to their art. Thomas Pitfield’s series 
of linocuts ‘The Poetry of Trees’ draws out the romantic associations of native British trees, while Ibrahim 
El Salahi’s magnificent ‘Meditation Tree’ is a large-scale sculptural evocation of the haraza tree that 
grows on the banks of the Nile. There is a growing awareness of the part that trees play in our individual 
wellbeing and the health of the planet. ‘The Poetry of Trees’ presents a range of artistic perspectives to 
help us reconnect with the natural world.        Mrs Bradley                   

mailto:christine@plazacinema.org.uk


 
 

 
 

PERIOD X 

Last term we had a fantastic response to Period X. Often there were more than 50 extra curricular 
opportunities available to our boys during a single week. The Period X timetables have been updated for 
this term and include some new and exciting opportunities to get involved in. Please take a look!      

     Mr Banks 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

INTERESTED IN ARCHITECTURE? 
The Liverpool Architecture Festival is aimed at Architects and Architecture students but there are things 
within the itinerary for the younger generation. The main one being the Open Studio event. They will be 
accepting drop ins at their Ainsdale office from Friday 10th June until Friday 17th June between 9am-
5pm on weekdays. Anyone is welcome to drop into the Clayton Architecture offices to discuss the 
Architecture profession and the educational routes available.                                     Ms Edwards 
 
NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS 
National Online Safety have published guidance for parents on ‘cross-platform sharing of inappropriate 
content’ and ‘Discord’.  The advice is attached.       Mr Kenyon 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

  
Mr G Bourgade 

Headteacher 



 
 

 
 
Mersey Care NHS Foundation Trust has introduced a quick and easy way for 
your young people in to get in touch with their school nurse. 
 

Those aged 11 to 19 can now send a text message to our school nurse for help and 
advice about all kinds of things like emotional health, relationships, alcohol and 
drugs and bullying. 
 
Young people can start a chat with our school nurse, by sending a message to 
07312 263291.  
 
When they send a message, they’ll get confirmation that the message has been 
received. A trained healthcare professional will reply between 9am and 4.30pm and 
within 24 working hours at most.  
 
What if it’s urgent? 
If you need urgent help, you should visit an NHS walk-in centre or call NHS 111. In 
an emergency, dial 999 or go to A&E.  
 
There will be posters around school advertising this new service and young people 
will be reminded in assemblies. 



 

 
Arts & Education 

 

   Without PREJUDICE  

A 

s 
K 

z 

The PLAZA in partnership with Ian Chapman Films Presents: 

Without PREJUDICE  
Are you aged 13-19 years and interested in producing a short film using mime and movement 

to explore the impact of Prejudice on both the victim and perpetrator? 

13 Crosby Road North 

Waterloo 

L22 0LD 

Email: Christine@plazacinema.org.uk 

25th—28th July 2022                                                                                                                              

1st—4th August 2022 

For more information or to book a place 

Email Christine PhysicK: Christine@plazacinema.org.uk 

FREE COURSE with training in film production, mime, movement, music, set design, masks & graphics 
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