
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers                    29 June 2022 

We are very proud of the work we have done this year to raise awareness of diversity in 

society, promote tolerance amongst our school community and celebrate the diversity in 

our own school. As Pride Month is coming to an end, we are flying the flag (literally this 

time) as a symbol of our commitment to continue to challenge negative stereotypes that 

can lead to what is often described as " toxic masculinity". The Birkdale Advocates 

Group, led by Miss Hunter, has done a tremendous amount of work this year and this 

was our way to celebrate their achievements.   

This week, Mrs Mullhall is also leading a visit to Liverpool as a reward for some of the 
students who contributed so eloquently to the Generations for Change Project run by the Racial Equality 
Task Force at the Liverpool Regional Combined Authority and we are holding, of course, our annual Sports 
day on Friday. Last year Turing House took 1st place, but they will face stiff competition this year.  
 
Speaking of sports, I am so proud to announce that we took 2nd place in the Sefton Athletics Competition. 
We took 1st place in Years 7 and 8 and 2nd in Year 9, but lost narrowly in the end to Chesterfield High 
School. Well done to all the boys who took part and we look forward to reclaiming the title next year. 
 
On Thursday, we finally get the chance to formally meet all our new Year 7s coming to school for their official 
transition day. This is always a fantastic event in the school calendar and I know that the older pupils helping 
out on the day will be on hand to make them feel welcome and help them to settle into their new school. 
 
And finally, we had our Year 11s' Leavers' Assembly yesterday following the last exam on Monday. It was a 
joyful affair and although we will be sad to see them leave, we are all excited to wish them good luck for the 
journey ahead. See you all on August 25th! 
 
SEFTON SCHOOLS DIVISION ONE ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS – 27 JUNE 2022 – WAVERTREE 
On Monday, approximately seventy of our boys from all 4 year groups travelled to Wavertree to compete in 
this year's Sefton Schools Division One Athletics Championships. 
 
The boys performed brilliantly throughout the day, both as athletes and as sports leaders helping to run the 
event. In two year group competitions we managed to finish in first place (Years 7 & 8) and in the Year 9 
competition, the boys finished second by just one point. 
 
Overall, as a school, we finished in second place which is a superb achievement given the number of 
secondary schools in the borough. Superbly well done boys! We're extremely proud of you all once again.    
The final results and positions are as follows: 
 



 
 

 
 

FORM TUTOR GROUP CHANGES 

As we approach the end of the academic year we have a number of staff changes that will result in a change 
of form tutors for some form groups.  All students affected by any of the changes have been notified 
today.  please see below a summary of all of the changes for your reference. 
 

Current 
Year 7 

No changes  

Current 
Year 8 

8DAW 

Mrs Woodcock has taken on additional responsibility within the school and will no 
longer be the form tutor for 8DAW.  The form will now be led by Mr Manwell who has 
already been working with the form this year.  8DAW will be known as 9JM. 

8DBW 

Mr Bielby will be taking a Year 7 form from September.  We have a new MFL teacher 
starting in September (Mrs McWatt) and she will work alongside Mrs Walker as a 
dual form tutor for 9DBW. 

8RK 

Miss Kelly left during the course of this year and her replacement, Mr Cowap, took 
over 8RK.  He will continue to be their form tutor in September and the form will be 
known as 9LC. 

Current 
Year 9 

9HF 

Miss Ferguson left during the course of this year and her replacement, Mrs Roberti, 
took over the form.  Mrs Roberti will be a Year 7 form tutor in September and Mr 
Keary will take over 9HF in September.  9HF will be known as 10SK. 

Current 
Year 10 

10PZM 

Mrs Marshall is retiring after 25 years of service to Birkdale High School.  Her form 
will be taken over by Mrs Sinnott in September and the form will now be known as 
11AS.  Mr Bryan, who has been a dual form tutor alongside Mrs Marshall this year 
with 10PZM, will be taking a Year 7 form next year. 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
As a school, we are very conscious of the extra pressure having to buy brand new school uniform can create 
for some families, particularly in the current economic climate. 
Therefore, we are planning to have a second-hand uniform sale in school as we have done (when possible) 
in previous years. 
If you have any items of uniform at home that your son has outgrown, please donate them to the school. This 
is, obviously, particularly relevant to Year 11s now their exams are finished, but we hope that others will also 
be able to participate. 
All we ask is that the donated items are clean and without rips or tears. Blazers are the most needed of 
course, but also ties, sports kit, jumpers and good quality trousers. 
 
MONKHOUSE UNIFORM POP-UP SHOP AND SIZING EVENT 
Our school uniform suppliers, Monkhouse, are bringing a pop-up shop into school on Tuesday 26 July and 
Tuesday 16 August between 11.00am and 6.00pm.  They are also holding a sizing event on Thursday 30 
June in school between 2.30pm and 6.30pm.                                    Mrs Manwaring 
 
MENINGITIS ACWY & DIPTHERIA, TETANUS AND POLIO VACCINATIONS 

The scheduled MeningitisACWY & Diphtheria Tetanus and Polio vaccinations for Year 9 students will take 

place in school on Thursday 14th July 2022. All Year 9 parents have been contacted and asked to 



 
 

 
 

complete an online consent form. If your son is in Year 9 and you have not received this or not yet completed 

the consent form, the link can be found here:https://econsent.merseycare.nhs.uk/ 

Please complete the form by 12TH JULY even if you do not wish your child to have the vaccination. If you 

have any queries, please contact the School Health Immunisation Service on 0151 247 6130.      Mrs Donker 

YEAR 9 HEALTH & WELLBEING QUESTIONNAIRE 

Boys will be completing the Health Form (a simple questionnaire about health, wellbeing and lifestyle, from 
the NHS School Nurses Team) next week in school. The information collected will be used to tailor a 
bespoke public health plan for the school. 
If you agree for your son to take part in the survey, please could you give your consent by ticking the 
appropriate box on the Arbor App (under Parental Consents).         Mrs Bianchi 

 
BEDROCK VOCABULARY 

Bedrock Vocabulary is a fantastic online resource used across Year 7, 8 and 9 to boost vocabulary 

knowledge and retention. Pupils earn points for each of the activities, quizzes and units completed. 

Logging in is straightforward as pupils can use their Google log in details, rather than needing a 

separate username and password. We have reset the points for the summer term, although all points 

earned since September remain on pupil accounts. Our top five scores so far this term (from 19th April 

onwards) are: 

1. Dharaneesh Saravanan (Year 9) 1078 points 

2. Cezary Langowski  (Year 8) 926 points 

3. Danny March Williams (Year 8) 894 points 

4. Wiktor Zak (Year 7) 879 points 

5. Dylan Pillai (Year 7) 859 points 

Congratulations to this week's top five attainers! Very well done to Dharaneesh for not only continuing to hold 
his position at the top of the leaderboard but for achieving over 1000 points this term so far! Fantastic! Pupils 
in Years 7, 8 and 9 continue to work hard to improve their vocabulary by completing their weekly lessons. We 
highlight our top five points attainers each week, with certificates and enamel pin badges awarded for the 
highest attainment or greatest improvement at the end of each full term.  
 
Bedrock's previous prize draw ended just before the half term break. Bedrock's most recent competition 
continues this week. It is open to all pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9. Achieve 120 points or more by the 24 July 
2022 on Bedrock to be automatically entered into the prize draw and be in with a chance of winning one of 
two Chromebooks. Good luck!             Mrs Keating 
 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 

On Monday and Tuesday next week we will be holding Personal Development days. 

 On Monday Year 10 will be learning about First Aid and finding out how to help with Basic Life 

Support, Bleeding, Choking, Head Injuries and Bone & Muscle Injuries. 

 Year 9 will have a visit from Cells and take part in a variety of workshops on:  Prison Life, Dangers of 

drug use, Joint Enterprise, Gang & Knife Crime and the effect of criminal behaviour on families. 

 On Tuesday Year 8 will be completing their First Aid day which will include Allergies & Asthma as 

well as Basic Life Support. 

 Year 7 have a British Values day which includes What is Politics? and How do you get to be Prime 

Minister? 

Any queries should be addressed to Mrs Marshall on pmarshall2@birkdalehigh.co.uk  

https://econsent.merseycare.nhs.uk/
mailto:pmarshall2@birkdalehigh.co.uk


 
 

 
 

ATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY GUIDANCE 
National Online Safety have published guidance for parents on ‘Esports’ and ‘The Metaverse’ and the 

information is attached to this newsletter.              Mr Kenyon 

BPA UPDATE 

Year 7 Disco 

The Year 7 Disco will take place on Wednesday 6 July at Birkdale -  £5 entrance.  Purchase and consent via 

Parent Pay.  Please pay for places by 29 June - residual tickets will be offered to Greenbank.    

Volunteersare needed please, to sell refreshments between 7.00pm and 9.00 pm.  Please email:   

bpa@birkdalehigh.co.uk if you can help 

Year 8 Disco 

The Year 8 Disco will take place on Wednesday 13 July at Greenbank - £5 entrance.  purchase and consent 

via Parent Pay.  Please pay for places by 6 July 2022.           BPA Chair 

PERIOD X 

Last term we had a fantastic response to Period X. Often there were more than 50 extra curricular 
opportunities available to our boys during a single week. The Period X timetables have been updated for this 
term and include some new and exciting opportunities to get involved in. Please take a look!            Mr Banks 
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Yours faithfully 

  
Mr G Bourgade 

Headteacher 






