
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers                  25 May 2022 

First of all, I am sure you will join me in expressing my deepest condolences to all those affected by the 

dreadful shooting of children and teachers at the Robb Elementary School in Texas.  Our thoughts and 

prayers are with the family and friends of those who lost their lives in this tragedy.   

On a happier note, I would like to say how proud I am to announce that we were one of the first schools in 

the North West to achieve the new National Centre for Computing Education "computing quality mark" 

award. This is a fantastic achievement and a reflection of the work our staff have done over many years 

now. I hope that this new accolade will encourage many more pupils to opt for these subjects and access 

all the exciting pathways and careers they offer. Our press release is below, and I want to congratulate all 

the staff involved in achieving this prestigious mark. 

I must take some time to congratulate our Year 11s for their conduct in the official GCSE examinations so 

far. Their behaviour in exams has been exemplary and their attendance and engagement in booster 

sessions excellent. I hope that they will continue (particularly over the half term) to spend time preparing 

and revising in a determined and positive way. As always, your support and encouragement at home 

throughout this period is invaluable.  

As we look forward to half term, I felt it would be appropriate to mention the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, 

which will be celebrated from 2nd to 5th June over what, I am sure, will be a well-deserved and 

enjoyable (extra-long) Bank Holiday weekend. As a French national myself, I cannot maybe claim to have 

the same close relationship with the British monarchy many of you will have. However, as a teacher who 

has worked in England for over 30 years now, I most certainly appreciate and respect greatly her 

dedication to her role and her unwavering commitment to public service. These are values and attitudes, I 

hope, that we all aspire to demonstrate and that we want to encourage in young people whatever their 

backgrounds and personal journeys. I hope that you will all enjoy a pleasant half term and the associated 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 

Birkdale High School celebrates receiving Computer Quality Mark 
  
It’s official - Birkdale High School is delivering high quality computing education and the digital skills 
young people will need for their future. 
Birkdale High School has achieved the new national Computing Quality Mark, after evaluating its 
computing education and demonstrating high quality provision. 
Birkdale High School completed the National Centre for Computing Education’s ground-breaking new 
programme, the Computing Quality Framework, which recognises excellence  by awarding the Computing 
Quality Mark. 
  
Gil Bourgade headteacher said: “We are all incredibly proud of being one of the first schools in the North 
West to achieve this prestigious accolade.  It reflects the knowledge and dedication of the staff as well as 
the hard work of our pupils”.  
  
Mr Moss, Subject Leader for Computing at Birkdale High School said; “We’re proud to receive the 
Computing Quality Mark! Our aim is to inspire students as pioneers of the future and to nurture a love of 
the subject. We need them to become digitally literate and digitally resilient in these times. We achieve 
this by teaching them to understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computing. I 
would like to thank the staff and students for contributing to a fantastic computing education; resulting in 
this Computer Quality Mark!” 
 
Birkdale High School completed all seven aspects of the CQF in order to receive The Computing Quality 
Mark, which recognises achievement in: 

https://computingqualityframework.org/


 
 

 
 

●   Leadership and Vision 
●   Curriculum and Qualifications 
●   Teaching, Learning and Assessment 
●   Staff Development 
●   Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and SEND 
●   Careers Education 
●   Impact on Outcomes 
 
Claire Garside, senior lead facilitator at the NCCE, said: 
“Congratulations to Birkdale High School, on becoming an NCCE ‘Computing Quality Mark’ school! 
They’re among the schools leading the way to deliver high standards in computing education. The 
Computing Quality Mark recognises the quality of their provision to ensure all students receive the 
computing skills and knowledge so valuable for today and in their future careers.” 
The National Centre for Computing Education (NCCE) is funded by the Department for Education and 
supporting partners, to improve the provision of computing education in England. 
Since the NCCE’s establishment in 2018, it has engaged with 34,000 teachers from more than 19,000 
schools in England, created the Teach Computing Curriculum which has seen half a million downloads of 
lessons.  It has now added the CQF to its provision. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
As a school, we are very conscious of the extra pressure having to buy brand new school uniform can 
create for some families, particularly in the current economic climate. 
Therefore, we are planning to have a second-hand uniform sale in school as we have done (when 
possible) in previous years. 
If you have any items of uniform at home that your son has outgrown, please donate them to the school. 
This is, obviously, particularly relevant to Year 11s once their exams are finished, but we hope that others 
will also be able to participate. 
All we ask is that the donated items are clean and without rips or tears. Blazers are the most needed of 
course, but also ties, sports kit, jumpers and good quality trousers. 
 
MUFTI DAY – FRIDAY 27 MAY 2022 

On Friday (27 May) we will be holding a MUFTI day for pupils in years 7 to 10.  The money raised will 
go to support the charities of the three houses.  As you may be aware each house has nominated a 
charity to support for the year.  The donation for the day is £1. 

SCHOOL NURSE SERVICE 

Young people in Sefton will be able to contact their school nurse in a quick and easy way from Monday 23rd 
May following the launch of a new text messaging service from Mersey Care NHS Foundation Trust. 
Sefton residents aged 11 to 19 can send a message, anonymously if they wish, to their school nurse to get 
confidential help and advice about a range of health concerns, including emotional health, sexual health, 
relationships, alcohol, drugs and bullying. 
The new service is available Monday to Friday (excluding bank holidays) from 9am to 4.30pm. Each message 
sent to the dedicated number, 07312 263 291, will receive an automated reply and a specialist community 
public health nurse will reply within 24 working hours.         Mrs Donker 

HOUSE CONSTANTINE RAFFLE – PARENTS, STAFF AND STUDENTS 
House Constantine is holding a raffle to raise money for their two house charities, Joe's Giants, our local 
charity supporting mental health and wellbeing and Forever Angels our international charity supporting 
funding for formula for mothers and babies in Tanzania.  
The prizes will be drawn tomorrow Thursday 26th May!  
You still have today and tomorrow to purchase tickets! 



 
 

 
 

Strips of tickets will be available for £1, these can be purchased from Miss Rimmer and also can be requested 
at the main office.  
We have amazing prizes to be won including some of the following: 

 £20 Beauty Voucher at The Hideaway Beauty 

 Free Cut and Blow - Hair Den Southport 

 X2 Free Blow Dries - House of Hair and Beauty 

 Case of wine - Villaggio Cucina 

 Music/Vocal Lesson - Voice Plus Academy of Arts 

 Gym Passes - 658 Fitness 

 £10 Vouchers for Tipple 

 Wine from the Spitfire Ainsdale 

 £20 voucher for Sally Bee's Birkdale 

 Morrisons Hamper 

 X3 Giant bags of Jelly Beans 

 £10 Flamingo Takeaway Voucher 

 Lego 

If you have any further queries regarding this, please do not hesitate to contact Miss Rimmer or Mr Duncan.  

 
BEDROCK VOCABULARY 

Bedrock Vocabulary is a fantastic online resource used across Year 7, 8 and 9 to boost vocabulary 

knowledge and retention. Pupils earn points for each of the activities, quizzes and units completed. 

Logging in is straightforward as pupils can use their Google log in details, rather than needing a 

separate username and password. We have reset the points for the new term, although all points 

earned since September remain on pupil accounts. Our top five scores so far this term (from 19th 

April onwards) are: 

1. Dharaneesh Saravanan (Year 9) 590 points 

2. Cezary Langowski  (Year 8) 539 points 

3. Wiktor Zak (Year 7) 500points 

4. Danny March Williams (Year 8) 466 points 

5. Dylan Pillai (Year 7) 460 points 

Congratulations to this week's top five attainers! Very well done to Dharaneesh for achieving the top 
position for the fourth week in a row, too! Superb work! Pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 continue to work 
hard to improve their vocabulary by completing their weekly lessons. We highlight our top five points 
attainers each week, with certificates and enamel pin badges awarded for the highest attainment or 
greatest improvement at the end of each full term. This week is the final week to enter Bedrock's 
latest prize draw. It is for all pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9. Achieve 120 points or more by the 29th 
May 2022 on Bedrock to be automatically entered and be in with a chance of winning a prize.  
Good luck!           Mrs Keating 
 
‘SCHOOL STREETS’ PROJECT 
The charity Sustrans, in partnership with Sefton Council are running a ‘School Streets’ project.  
Together with Birkdale High School students, teachers, parents and local residents, they are 
developing ideas for improving streets around the school, making it a friendlier and safer environment 
for walking, cycling and scooting.   
They are keen to hear from parents/carers and the link to their survey is below: 
https://sustrans.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/birkdale-high-school-parentresident-survey  

https://sustrans.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/birkdale-high-school-parentresident-survey


 
 

 
 

PERIOD X 

Last term we had a fantastic response to Period X. Often there were more than 50 extra curricular 
opportunities available to our boys during a single week. The Period X timetables have been updated for 
this term and include some new and exciting opportunities to get involved in. Please take a look!      

     Mr Banks 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

ENGINEERING TASTER WEEKS 2022 – HOSTED BY BAE SYSTEMS AIR BUSINESS UNIT  
The applications portal will close on Friday 27 May 2022.  BAE Systems are keen to have as many 
applicants as possible, and hope that any students still interested in applying can do so. 
  
As a reminder: 
The Engineering Taster Week is a five day online engineering taster experience, open to students aged 16 
to 18. 
They are aimed at developing young people's perceptions of engineering whilst providing a unique insight 
into the world of aerospace and aviation. The main activity of the week will be a group engineering challenge 
where the students will try to solve a realistic engineering problem. Alongside the group activity, there will 
be talks from BAE Systems engineers and skills development workshops. 
 
2022 Taster Weeks scheduled: 

 Monday 11th July to Friday 15 July 2022 

 Monday 18th July to Friday 22 July 2022 
 

Both weeks will follow an identical timetable and will take place online. All students who are 16-18 years old 
at the time of the Taster Weeks can apply. The application window will be open from the end of April 2022 
and will close after we have received a sufficient number of applicants. We aim to provide updates to the 
status of the application window on our Social Media. 
 
BAE Systems provide some of the world's most advanced, technology-led defence, aerospace and security 
solutions. They employ a skilled workforce of 89,600 people in more than 40 countries. Working with 
customers and local partners, they develop, engineer, manufacture, and support products and systems to 
deliver military capability, protect national security and people, and keep critical information and 
infrastructure secure. They are committed to nurturing talent and empowering people to drive innovation, 
make the right decisions, and solve complex challenges. They want to share this attitude with students and 
help them test and expand their knowledge of what it might be like to work in the engineering industry. 
 
A flyer More information on the taster weeks and how to apply can be found at our website: 
https://www.baesystems.com/en/our-company/education/engineering-taster-week/air-sector 
If you would like some more information regarding any aspect of the above, please do not hesitate to contact 
us at: etw.warton@baesystems.com 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

  
Mr G Bourgade 

Headteacher 

https://www.baesystems.com/en/our-company/education/engineering-taster-week/air-sector
mailto:etw.warton@baesystems.com


Apply online: www.baesystems.com/en/our-company/education/engineering-taster-week/air-sector 

11-15 and 18-22 July 2022

Our taster weeks offer you the opportunity to gain 
valuable experience and an insight into the aerospace 
and defence industry.

Engineering Taster Weeks 

Follow @BAESystemsAir

Like http://www.facebook.com/BAESystemsplc

Email etw.warton@baesystems.com 

https://twitter.com/BAESystemsAir
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bae-systems-air-sector
http://www.facebook.com/BAESystemsplc


Apply online: www.baesystems.com/en/our-company/education/engineering-taster-week/air-sector 

Follow @BAESystemsAir

Like http://www.facebook.com/BAESystemsplc

Email etw.warton@baesystems.com 

At BAE Systems, we provide some of the world’s most advanced, technology-led defence, 
aerospace and security solutions. We employ a skilled workforce of 89,600 people in more 
than 40 countries. Working with customers and local partners, we develop, engineer, 
manufacture, and support products and systems to deliver military capability, protect national 
security and people, and keep critical information and infrastructure secure.

How does this help you?
Working in a supportive and 
inclusive environment, you will 
develop fundamental skills such 
as communication, collaboration, 
and creativity. 

You will gain an insight into the 
different sectors of engineering, 
whilst learning what it is like 
to work at global technology 
company.

What is it and where?
This is an online work experience 
programme running over five 
days. 

You will work on meaningful 
engineering projects, and virtually 
meet engineers and technologists 
from across our business. 

This will provide an opportunity to 
learn about our products and how 
we work.

Who we are looking for?
We are looking for 16-18 years 
olds, who are UK residents and 
currently in full-time education.

If you are interested in engineering 
as a career path through higher 
education or apprenticeship 
schemes then this will give you the 
insight needed to make those big 
decisions in life.

Gain a unique 
insight into 
the work of an 
engineer...

https://twitter.com/BAESystemsAir
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bae-systems-air-sector
http://www.facebook.com/BAESystemsplc

