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● For students to be able to
understand allusions and
make key connections
between Origin stories and
other texts

● For students to build upon
their writing skills that they
learnt in Y6 - students will
study a range of sentence
types and have time to apply
this in practice

● For students to learn and
confidently use tier two
vocabulary words that link
with this unit and other units

● For students to begin and
practise the Reciprocal
Reading strategies

● For students to learn and be
able to use a range of writing
techniques

● Each lesson has an overarching ‘big
question(s).’ These are shared with students in
the front of their resource booklet and should be
referenced by teachers at the start of the lesson
as well as at key moments within the lesson.

● Teachers should familiarise themselves with the
Knowledge Organiser as well as the text itself
prior to delivery.

● The Knowledge Organiser should be given to
students at the start of the unit and weekly self
quizzing homeworks allocated on specific
sections.

● The Tier 2 vocabulary that has been picked out
(on the Knowledge Organiser)  should be
explicitly taught prior to reading that chapter.
We use the model of defining the word,
providing examples, students identifying correct
and incorrect usage, applying the term to their
own experiences and then using the word in
their own sentences.  It should then be explored
in the context used by the writer when the
students come across it whilst reading.

● When reading the texts, the teacher may choose
to read out loud themselves or get students to

Students will receive multiple choice quizzes
throughout the unit on the information from the
Knowledge Organiser - this will ensure that they are
retaining knowledge and embedding it in their Long
Term Memories. There are also MCQ built into the
booklet for this unit.

The unit will culminate with students writing an
imaginative description of a picture that links to
Greek mythology. They should be able to apply their
writing skills, vocabulary and mythical allusions within
their work.

The impact of this unit will hopefully go further than
in the traditional sense and will open our students’
eyes to cultural myths, Biblical stories and folktales,
which should help with their understanding of
common idioms and allusions used within writing and
speech.



● For students to be able to use
a range of punctuation

read. The ‘popcorn’ method of reading is
encouraged whereby a minimum and maximum
amount is given and students ‘popcorn’ +
another classmate after they have read. This
ensures that all are following and can read an
amount they are confident with.

● Key extracts have purposefully been provided in
the student resource booklet so that the teacher
can model annotation of key devices under the
visualiser. Students must mirror the notes made
by the teacher in their own booklets.

● We are going to be using the Reciprocal
Reading method of reading a text: predict,
clarify, question and summarise. This process
should be modelled for each of the key extracts
in the student resource booklet.

● For the delivery of the linked writing challenges.
Students should read the task, discuss as a class.
Then ideas should be generated as a class and
recorded on the whiteboard to ease cognitive
load and model the planning process. The
criteria should be defined with examples
provided as necessary on the whiteboard.
Students should then write in silence for 25
minutes - ideally with a visible timer and then
peer assess against the criteria. This process will
aid students in building writing stamina if
applied consistently.

● Students should be developing their writing
skills throughout the unit. The booklet guides
students through a lot of modelled examples of
effective modelled descriptions.

Enabling Learning

Students learn about some myths in
Primary - so this first unit is a perfect
way of building upon prior
knowledge, whilst enabling new skills
such as allusions and practising using
a range of writer’s methods.

Students in year 7 have completed
fortnightly writing challenges from
the start of the year so their stamina
should be building throughout the
year and techniques/ vocabulary used
in these earlier challenges should be



● We aim to develop stamina through writing
challenges.

revisited to ensure they are being
retained in students’ Long Term
Memories.

Key Vocabulary Wider Learning
Tier 2: High frequency / Multiple

meaning
See Knowledge Organiser for tier 2
vocabulary.

Tier 3: Subject related.

Simile, metaphor, foreshadowing, personification,
zoomorphism, juxtaposition, pathetic fallacy,
archetype, allusion, implicit, explicit.

SMSC / RWCM / CEIAG

Writing challenges will aid with quality of written
communication.

Students will cover a range of myths from Greek
and Roman mythology  - as well as Biblical
stories and folktales to help build their cultural
capital.

.







Word Student-friendly
Definition

Visual/ etymology /
morphology

Two example sentences Question to
build
understanding…

Origin
(noun)

The point from which
something starts; the
cause of something.

Most coughs are viral in origin (= caused by a
virus).

Origin stories were used to explain the way that
the world was, using tales of gods and monsters.

Why is it useful to
know the origin of

something?

Myth
(noun)

Mythology
(noun)

A story from ancient
times, especially one

that was told to
explain natural events

or to describe the
early history of a

people; this type of
story.

It is a myth that swallowed chewing gum wraps
around your heart.

Myths teach us how to behave and enabled our
ancestors to make sense of the world.

Why might a myth
be passed on

through different
generations?

Moral
(noun)

Connected with
principles of right and

wrong behaviour.

The story had a strong moral message: do not
be greedy or selfish, like Midas was.

The pupil had strong moral values and this
would help him navigate his adult life
successfully.

At what age do you
think someone is
aware of morals?
When do you know
right from wrong?



Withered
(verb)

Withered
(adjective)

Shrunken or wrinkled
from age or disease.

When Persephone left for the underworld, the
trees withered and wept… for winter was
solemnly approaching.

“Come into my house!” cried the withered witch.

What famous
characters have
withered features?

Narcissist
(noun)

The name given to
someone who has

excessive interest in
their physical
appearance.

After Narcissus, a
character in Greek
mythology who became
obsessed with his own
reflection.

He was a complete narcissist, he couldn’t bear
to look away from his own reflection.

It could be said that social media has created a
generation full of narcissists:  they are obsessed
with selfies and ‘likes’.

How could being a
narcissist affect

someone’s everyday
life?

Allusion
(noun)

When a place, story,
thing or idea is hinted

at indirectly (not
mentioned directly).

In Latin, alludere means
the “to refer to and to play
with”. Therefore, to allude
to something you are
playing with ideas from
other stories indirectly.

The saying “you have the golden touch”, is an
allusion to the story of King Midas.

The saying “don’t fly to close to the sun”, is an
allusion to the story of Icarus.

Why do writers use
allusions?

Triumphant
(adjective)

Expressing great
happiness after a

victory of
achievement.

The Greeks were triumphant after their victory
over Troy.

Perseus was triumphant after he slaughtered
the gorgon Medusa.

Have you ever felt
triumphant?

Ravenous
(adjective)

Extremely hungry. From old French, ravineus
meaning to ravage (cause
severe damage to or
destroy).

Ravenous and monstrous, the three headed
dog eagerly awaited its next meal.

Perseus’ ravenous stomach growled as the
ferocious waves crashed beneath him.

Why do you think
ravenous should be
used when writing
creatively? What

image does it
create?

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Narcissus#English


Ardour
(noun)

Great enthusiasm and
passion.

From the Latin ardere,
meaning burn and glow.
You could link this to how
people with ardour burn
with passion and desire.

Daedalus’ eyes were bright with ardour as he
created the wings; he longed for the day he could
use them to become free.

Trembling with ardour and excitement, the
soldiers leapt out of the wooden horse to face
their enemies.

Does Heracles show
ardour? Explain

your answer giving
reasons for your

response.

Valour
(noun)

Showing great
courage in the face of

danger.

From the Latin word
Valere, meaning to be
strong.

The soldier’s valour on the battlefield didn’t go
unnoticed:  he was awarded with a Victoria Cross.
Heracles’ valour amazed everyone that knew
him.

How do doctors and
nurses show

valour?


