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INTENT: Aims of the Unit IMPLEMENTATION: Knowledge and delivery IMPACT: Assessment

To study a play from a set GCSE canon, whilst
developing analytical skills and also contextual
ideas. This is also the first of their GCSE English
Literature units and a understanding of what is
expected of them should also be covered.

- Explanation of the full English Literature
course and how Blood Brothers sits in
this examination.

- Read and absorb the content of the
text.

- Understand the impact that context can
have on a text.

- To explore the use of language and
structure and the impact this can create
on the reader.

- To develop the use of ‘What How Why’
to analyse the text.

- Recall and use a range of
subject-specific terminology effectively,
enabling the pupil to express their ideas
clearly.

-

● Develop use of vocabulary to deliver a clear
and precise analysis of a text.

● Continue to develop the use of analytical
models (What How Why) to explain ideas
clearly.

● Develop a strong understanding of the
content of the novella – character, themes,
events, context.

● Introduce exam skills: annotation, planning
and timed answers.

● What knowledge are you assessing?
● Which elements of fluency of knowledge are

you assessing?

Reading (Literature Focus)

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts.
Students should be able to:

- maintain a critical style and develop an
informed personal

Response

- use textual references, including
quotations, to support and illustrate

interpretations.

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used
by a writer to create meanings
and effects, using relevant subject terminology
where appropriate.
AO3 Show understanding of the relationships
between texts and the contexts in
which they were written.

Summative:

Analysis of either a key character or a key theme
and the methods used by the writer to convey
these ideas and the desired impact on an audience.

Enabling Learning



Year 9 have studied high-quality written texts –
including poetry - in Year 7 and 8. Now that they
have developed their analytical skills using a range
of texts, this unit seeks to add depth to their
reading and understanding, whilst enhancing the
phrasing of their ideas. By exploring context and
intent, the class can continue to use the skills
developed at the foundation stage and link these
with the GCSE specification. It will consolidate and
develop the idea of linguistic and structural devices
and embed the concept of writing as a conscious
construct. This unit takes the skills from previous
reading units a step further as pupils need to
answer using points from across the whole text to
answer the GSCE exam question.

Key Vocabulary Wider Learning
Tier 2: High frequency / Multiple meaning

See Knowledge Organiser and word list
Tier 3: Subject related.

Play, playwright, Brechtian, symbolism,
imagery, metaphor, cyclical structure, motif,
theme, plot
Narrative voice, dramatic irony, Freytag’s Pyramid,
contrast, juxtaposition, verb, figurative, allusion,
personification, foreshadowing, catharsis.

SMSC / RWCM / CEIAG
● Spiritual Moral Social and Cultural
- Words and their associations: what is a

writer trying to make us think or feel?
Writer’s intent: when people try to
communicate with us, we need to
consider what they want us to think and
why. Context of 1980s Liverpool and
Britian compared to today – is the
message of the text still relevant?

● Reading Writing Communication for
effect – writer’s intent. Analysing the
impact of language and structure. How



does a professional writer create impact
and impart a message?

Big Questions:
Week 1 What are the key plot points of Blood Brothers?

How is the play structured to engage the audience? What impact does this have?

What are the key themes of this play?

Week 2 What is class?  

How does Russell present the struggles of the working class throughout the play?

How does Russell present the Narrator as a significant character throughout the play?

Week 3 How might the audience react to the character of Mrs Johnstone? 

  Marilyn Monroe as a motif

Week 4 How does Russell emphasise the privileges of the middle class?

How does Russell present ideas surrounding the impact of upbringing throughout the play?

Week 5 How does Russell present Mrs Lyons as a stereotypical middle-class woman?

How does Russell explore ideas surrounding social prejudice throughout Blood Brothers?



Week 6 How does Russell explore ideas surrounding education throughout the play?
How does Russell explore ideas about childhood innocence?

Week 7 Explore how far you think Russell creates sympathy for Mickey throughout the play.
How does Russell explore the impact of growing up on key characters?

Week 8 Explore how far you think Russell presents Sammy as a negative role model.

How does Russell present Linda as an important character throughout the play?

Week 9             How does Russell present ideas regarding the impact of upbringing throughout the play?
How does Russell present ideas surrounding identity throughout the play?
How is the theme of ‘nature versus nurture’ explored through the characters of Mickey and Edward?

Week 10 Exam question: preparation and practice.



Knowledge Organiser:



Tier 2 Vocbulary:






