
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers                      12 May 2021  

This week's newsletter does feel like it is written under the "back to normal" headline.  
 
A confirmed case in Year 7 last week was still a sharp reminder that we cannot be complacent and must 
remain vigilant. The case was first identified at home through a Lateral Flow Test home kit, subsequently 
confirmed by a PCR test, which should encourage all of us to carry on with home testing twice a week. It has 
been months since our last reported case, but our track and trace systems worked efficiently and I would like 
to thank all the affected parents and carers for your prompt response and support. We all look forward to the 
boys being back next Monday. 
 
Despite this setback and all the systems and controls still in place, things are slowly getting back to normal. 
We are planning cricket fixtures, some clubs are starting again and 43 Year 7s went for their first 
friendly games against Stanley High yesterday with Year 8s and Year 9s being given the opportunity over the 
next few weeks.  We are also discussing and planning possible visits and residentials that we hope will take 
place in the next academic year. 
 
The Prime Minister announced on Monday a relaxation of the rules regarding the wearing of face masks in 
schools. The guidance was only published yesterday and I will update the Risk Assessment and Reopening 
plan on the website this week, but from Monday pupils will not be required to wear masks in class or in 
communal areas. We fully understand, however, that some boys (and their parents and carers) may want to 
carry on doing so for a while and this is absolutely fine. Staff, as per the regulation will continue to wear 
masks in corridors and communal areas where social distancing is not possible and, in some cases, may 
continue to wear a mask in class too.  Please note, however, that masks are still compulsory on all forms 
of public transport. 
 
Assessments continue for Year 11s as per the published calendar. The last day in school for ALL Year 11s 
will be Friday 28 May 2021 (arrangements will be emailed next week), but pupils may be required to come 
into school and complete catch up assessments or practicals up to 18 June.  All other Year 11 pupils will be 
set a series of online activities such as subjects development and careers as well as Year 12 bridging units. 
More details to follow. 
 
Just a word of encouragement to our pupils in Years 7-10 who will start their end of year exams in 2 weeks. 
After such a disrupted 18 months, these assessments are going to be crucial for pupils, parents and carers, 
and teachers to develop a good understanding of how much progress has been made and what 
interventions, support, curriculum changes etc are needed next year to ensure any impact from the pandemic 
is minimised and all pupils continue to thrive and succeed. Start revising now, don't panic, but take your 
preparation seriously and see your teachers or Heads of Year if you have any issues accessing the 
revision materials. Good luck. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all our Muslim students and their families ‘Eid Mubarak’ as they celebrate the 
feast of Eid. 

 
WARNING 
We have been made aware that there is a widespread craze on TikTok encouraging school pupils to use the 
strings on medical masks to literally "saw" through plastic furniture. We know that it has been an issue in 
many schools and would like all parents and carers to remind their son that this would not be considered as a 
bit of fun, but wilful vandalism and would be treated as such and therefore sanctioned severely. Thank you in 
advance for your support. 
 



 
 

 
 

NEW MENUS 

New menus have now been introduced in the dining room on a 3 week cycle.  Details are attached to this 

newsletter.  We are currently in week 2 of the menu cycle.              Mrs Manwaring 

FOOTBALL MATCHES HAVE STARTED AGAIN! 
Congratulations to the forty three boys from Year 7 who travelled by coach to Stanley High School yesterday 
to compete in one of three arranged football friendly matches. All the boys performed admirably in their first 
ever outing as a Birkdale sports performer, even when the weather became awful! Really well done to all of 
you. You were great!                    Mr Quirk 
 
REVIEW OF THE SCHOOL WEBSITE MEETINGS 
Yesterday was the start a fortnight of reviewing our school website.  During the day a number of student 

groups met to start the review process and they will be submitting their response to me by 25 May when we 

will have a second meeting.  Yesterday evening we held the first parents’ meeting and I must thank the group 

for their open and honest contributions. We will also be meeting again on 25 May to collate all responses. If 

you are interested in taking part in the review, either by joining the meeting or if you just want to pass on 

comments, then please do let me know (pmarshall1@birkdalehigh.co.uk) within the next fortnight.  Either way 

please do look at the materials contained on the website www.birkdalehigh.co.uk      Mr Marshall 

YEAR 10 COLLEGE TASTER DAYS 

As part of the transition to further education we have arranged for two taster days this term at the local Sixth 

Form Colleges (KGV and Southport College).  In registration this week all pupils will have been shown the 

details of the day and given details on how to apply for the visit.  A copy of the presentation is in the google 

classroom for Careers.  The Southport College Taster Day is on Friday 25 June and KGV is on Tuesday  

29 June.  Once the students have registered through the link we will then send out further information. 

Here are the links for each of the taster form applications with a deadline of Friday 14 May.     Mr Marshall 

KGV Sixth Form College: https://forms.office.com/r/bcwcEURuZt  

Southport College: https://forms.office.com/r/xzJcSNt9uN  

IMMUNISATIONS 

The routine Year 9 immunisations will be taking place on Tuesday 15 June  in school. The consent forms 
were completed a while ago, and any students for whom consent is outstanding will be contacted. Students 
from other year groups who have missed their immunisations due to absence will be offered a catch-up. 
Any parents who have queries, please contact the immunisation team directly on 0151 247 6130. Mrs Donker 

 
MATHS DEPARTMENT – MEMRI MATHS MASTERS 
Well done to the students listed below who are the top 10 in the school this week for questions answered on 

Memri tasks.   Completing Memri questions is an effective, challenging way to revise. It will help students 

towards achieving their potential in Maths.  Keep up the good work and well done! 

The prize winner this week is Harvey Francis O’Donnell . Well done Harvey!     Mr Crossfield 

NAME YEAR  ANSWERED 
Danny March Willams 7 158 
Jacob McHugh 7 89 
Mehedi Sarker 7 60 
Harvey Francis-O’Donnell 7 50 
Mason Marsden 7 49 
Kyle Reeman 9 46 
Luke Ward 8 40 
Reuben Gilchrist 8 40 
Benjamin Davies 7 40 
Owen Salla 10 32 

mailto:pmarshall1@birkdalehigh.co.uk
http://www.birkdalehigh.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/r/bcwcEURuZt
https://forms.office.com/r/xzJcSNt9uN


 
 

 
 

SLP – LOVE MY COMMUNITY – MUFTI DAY – FRIDAY 28 MAY 2021 
Remnder that as part of the SLP ‘Love My Community’ initiative, we are holding a Mufti Day on Friday 28 
May 2021 to raise funds for Queenscourt Hospice.  Students are asked to make a donation of £1.  Further 
details are attached to this newsletter (although Secondary schools will be allowed to wear their own clothes; 
primary schools will be asked to ‘wear a rainbow’). 
 
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT, LAPTOPS AND HEADPHONES 
Please could all loaned computer equipment and laptops be returned to school as soon as possible? 
Also, a reminder that headphones are part of the school uniform and each student is expected to have their 
own (3.5mm audio jack).               Mr Kenyon 
 
JUSTIN ROSE TELEGRAPH JUNIOR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP – BOOK ONLINE TODAY @WOOLTON 
GOLF CLUB 
Boys interested in qualifying for the Justin Rose Telegraph Junior Golf Championship this year, where the 
final will be at Walton Heath, need to register their interest.  
Walton Heath staged the 2018 British Masters and will welcome the 12 best junior girls and 12 best junior 
boys at the final from Tuesday 5 October  – Friday 8 October this year. 
This competition has helped produce major stars including Justin Rose, Melissa Reid, Tommy Fleetwood, 
Jodi Ewart Shadoff and Matt Fitzpatrick and 2019’s winners Ben Schmidt and Mimi Rhodes look certain to 
follow in their illustrious footsteps.  Further details attached.              Mr Moss 
 
LANCASHIRE SCHOOLS GOLF 2021 DATES 
Although we are unable to take part in any of the golf competitions this year, I thought it was only right to 
share these dates with you in case parents/carers would like to attend. We look forward to getting back to 
normal next year. 
 
North of England Schools Championships -  Friday 28th May 2021 -Sleaford Golf Club, Lincs. 
National Championships - Monday 28th June 2021 - Belton Park Golf Club, Lincs. 
National Under 16 Championships - Monday 26th July - Northamptonshire County Golf Club. 
As always, should you have any queries or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me.          Mr Moss 
 
CELEBRATE 

forward.  We believe a huge part of why we are here is to listen to your views and bring hope by journeying 
with young people going forward. So, why not use this anonymous survey to get the wider conversation 
going and shape what we can offer? Hopefully it gives students a chance to reflect on how this crazy season 
has affected us all and think about how we move on into better times! Just follow this link and have a 
go: http://pandemicsurvey.safesp.uk/ 

 
 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Bourgade 

Headteacher 

 

Celebrate is a safe space running in school to explore the big issues of 

life and faith. We have visiting youth workers from the Safe Space 

project who help us and are trying to work out how best to shape what 

we can offer to students in several different secondary schools moving 

 

http://pandemicsurvey.safesp.uk/


 
 

 
 

THE WEEK IN TWEETS – To view all our Tweets, please visit Twitter at @BirkdaleHS 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 
 

Week 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Main Dish 
Pork sausage, red onion 
gravy and champ mash 

potato 

Fiery Mexican chilli, brown 
rice, sour cream and salsa 

Apple glazed roast pork, 
“roasties” and gravy 

Chicken Singapore 
noodles 

Crispy battered fish with 
chunky chips 

Vegetarian Main 
Dish 

Sweet potato and 
vegetable masala, Bombay 

potatoes and coriander 
and green chilli chutney 

QuornTM and vegetable 
lasagne with crusty garlic 

and herb bread 

Cheesy potato and leek pie 
topped with puff pastry 
served with crispy roast 

potatoes 

Aubergine and chickpea 
Dhansak, pilau rice and 

cucumber raita 

Falafel in a wholemeal 
pitta, crunchy slaw and 

chunky chips 

Accompaniments 
 

Garden peas 
Crisp summer salad 

 

 
Corn on the cob 

Crisp summer salad 
 

 
Carrots & broccoli 

Crisp summer salad 
 

 
Green beans 

Crisp summer salad 
 

 
Mushy peas 

Crisp summer salad 
 

Street Food Margherita pizza 

Slow roasted pulled pork, 
red slaw, gherkins and 

home pickled  
red onions 

Moo ping -   
Thai grilled pork skewers 

with coconut rice 
Meatball sub 

Red Thai vegetable coconut 
curry with steamed rice 

Pasta Daily 
Special 

Chicken Torino  
Or 

Basilico 
 

Meatballs in tomato sauce  
Or 

Pomodoro  
 

Pasta Arrabiata   
Or 

Carbonara 
 

              Bolognese 
Or 

Tomato & mascarpone 

Sweet chilli chicken 
Or 

Vegetarian 
bolognaise 

Dessert 

 
Peach and raspberry fruit 

cobbler  
with custard 

Apple cracknel Lemon drizzle cake 

 
Mixed berry strudel with 

custard 
Gooey chocolate brownie 



 

 
 
 

Week 2 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Main Dish 
Beef & mushroom pie 

topped with puff pastry 

Chicken biryani, naan  
bread and chilli and 
coriander chutney 

Roast chicken, sage and 
onion stuffing and gravy 

served with creamy mash 
potato 

Lasagne  
with toasted garlic bread 

Crispy battered fish 
goujons with chunky chips 

Vegetarian Main 
Dish 

Vegetarian sausage and 
bean gratin with garlic and 

herb potatoes  

Piri piri QuornTM fillet with 
lemon couscous 

homemade tomato salsa 

 
Vegetable and bean stew 
with a cheesy cobbler top  

 

 
Squash and chickpea Balti 
with wholemeal pilau rice  

 
Mexican QuornTM burrito 

with salsa  

Accompaniments 
Steamed broccoli 

Crisp summer salad 
Green beans 

Crisp summer salad 
Roasted carrots 

Crisp summer salad 
Roasted courgettes 
Crisp summer salad 

Mushy peas 
Crisp summer salad 

Street Food 
 

Margherita pizza 

                                        
Crispy bacon, lettuce and 

tomato ciabatta  
 

Piri piri pork with apple and 
fennel slaw on a toasted  

brioche bun 

Chicken gyros in 
wholemeal pitta bread, 

tzatziki and  
Greek salad 

Pad Kee Mao – spicy Thai 
chicken and vegetable 

noodles 

Pasta Daily 
Special 

Creamy salmon  
Or  

Basilico 
 

Meatballs in tomato sauce  
Or 

Pomodoro 

Pasta Arrabiata   
Or 

Carbonara 

              Bolognese 
Or 

Tomato & mascarpone 

Sweet chilli chicken 
Or 

Vegetarian 
bolognaise 

Dessert 
Sticky toffee pudding and 

custard 

Pineapple upside down 
pudding             Oaty fruit cake 

Apple and  
blackberry pie  

and custard Chocolate and orange cake 



 

 
 
 

Week 3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Main Dish 
Chicken tikka masala with 
pilau rice and cucumber 

raita 

Creamy chicken and leek 
pie with a golden  pastry 

top served with mash 
potatoes 

Roast beef, Yorkshire 
puddings and gravy with 

crispy roast potatoes 

Beef Dhansak 
 with pilau rice 

 

Jumbo fish fingers served 
with chunky chips 

Vegetarian Main 
Dish 

Mixed bean and aubergine 
tagine with couscous 

 
Vegetable  
moussaka 

Vegetarian toad in the hole 
with gravy and crispy roast 

potatoes 

 
Spiced vegetable jambalaya 

Roasted Mediterranean 
vegetable  

calzone 

 
Accompaniments 

Sweetcorn 
Crispy summer salad 

Carrot batons 
Crispy summer salad 

Cauliflower cheese 
Braised red cabbage 
Crispy summer salad 

Green beans 
Crispy summer salad 

Mushy peas 
Crispy summer salad 

Street Food  Ham pizza 

Greek pork souvlaki in a 
warm pitta with tzatziki 

and 
 Greek salad 

 
Tandoori chicken burgers 

cucumber raita 
 

Cheeseburger 
Chicken shawarma, salad, 

houmous wrap 

Italian Daily 
Special 

Chicken Torino  
Or 

Basilico 

Meatballs in tomato sauce 
Or 

Pomodoro  
 

Pasta Arrabiata   
Or 

Carbonara 

              Bolognese 
Or 

Tomato & mascarpone 

Sweet chilli chicken 
Or 

Vegetarian 
bolognaise 

Dessert Rhubarb and custard cake 
Saucy chocolate and 
orange pudding and 

custard 

 
Rice pudding with a fruit 

compote 

Apple and sultana samosa  
and custard Chocolate and banana slice 



 


