
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers                   14 April 2021  

I hope that you all managed to get some rest over the Easter break. It is great to have the boys back in 
school.  
 
We are continuing with our refurbishments and have almost completed the heating infrastructure work. Over 
the break, we redecorated the canteen, sanded and varnished the Humanities and MFL corridors, and 
changed lights and ceiling tiles in all the 1970s block's corridors. More work will take place over the summer 
term and holidays so that we hope to be able to have a noticeably improved environment for the boys by the 
time we are back to "normal" in September. I think we have indeed taken to heart the post pandemic slogan 
of "building back, better!". 
 
Speaking of back to normal, it is of course fantastic to hear on the news that restrictions are beginning to 
ease off this week and I know that many of us will welcome this return to some normality in our everyday 
lives. In school we will of course continue to comply with the regulations including hand washing and 
sanitising, wearing masks indoors, screens and social distancing wherever possible. We are not yet fully out 
of the woods and I do appreciate your support in reminding your son of the importance of following these 
rules in and out of school. We will continue to supply staff and pupils with home testing kits and 
encourage you, where possible, to continue to administer these tests at home and report the results. Whilst 
we all know that they are not 100% accurate, they are still a very useful tool to try and limit cross infection 
and protect each other and our community. All parents and carers were emailed a copy of the updated 
reopening plan and it is also available on our new school website. 
 
Within the limits imposed by the current restrictions, we have started to run some clubs and intervention 
sessions again. All activities are still held in bubbles and limited in numbers, and are therefore not as 
extensive as we would like but we would hope that this will expand as time goes on. We have made the 
decision not to run any visits or events in the summer term until we know for sure what the situation is, but 
we are already planning events for next year. 
 
We are also starting to hold year bubble face-to-face assemblies as we ease back into normality.  These are, 
however, still being held with all necessary precautions in place. 
 
On another matter of Health and Safety, The Southport and Ainsdale Golf Club, who are adjacent to us, have 
dug a ditch on their side of the fence to drain water away as they were subject to frequent and heavy 
flooding. The ditch is on their side of the field and there is a fence separating us. This has always been out of 
bounds as it is private property and it is dangerous to climb over the fence, however, it is even more so now 
as no one should attempt to get in or cross the ditch. All boys will be reminded of this in form but I thought it 
was important to inform you as well, as parents and carers, so you could reinforce this message at home. 
 
The next few weeks are going to be dominated by Year 11s' assessment for their Centre assessed grades. 
This is a crucial period of time and no doubt will bring some stress and anxieties. It is worth reminding your 
son, however, that this will be a much shorter period than the full exam series and is therefore much more 
under their control. All Year 11s must also understand that it is an assessment period and they will be 
assessed on the quality of the work they produce (unlike last year) during this window. It is therefore crucial 
that they engage in class, attend every day and revise at home every night for the next 6 weeks as instructed 
by their teachers. 
 
Finally, as I do every year, I would like to extend our best wishes, on behalf of all of us at Birkdale High, to all 
our muslim pupils and their families who are entering the holy month of Ramadan. "Ramadan Mubarak" to all 
of you. 
 



 
 

 
 

YEAR 10 PARENTS’/CARERS’ EVENING – THURSDAY 22 APRIL 2021 
The Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Evening will take place on Thursday 22 April 2021.  The online booking system 
went live yesterday and  will close on Wednesday 21 April at 6.00pm.  Should you wish to make any changes 
after this date please contact the school office.                       Mrs Ellis 
 

PE DEPARTMENT – SUMMER EXTRA-CURRICULAR SPORTS PROGRAMME 

Throughout the summer term the PE Department will be offering a wide range of sporting clubs 

that will be available to all boys within respective year groups. 

Each club will be following our social distancing guidelines and rules for physical activities and 

boys from different year group 'bubbles' will not be mixed together at any stage. 

Initially, the clubs on offer will be: 

 Mondays (3.00pm - 4.00pm) -  Athletics Club      Year 7 & 8     Mr Quirk/MrBielby 
 Tuesdays   (3.10pm - 4.00pm) -  Basketball Club   Year 8 & 9     Mr Quirk  
 Tuesdays   (3.00pm - 4.00pm)  -  Football Club       Year 7 & 8     Mr Carter/Mr Bielby 
 Tuesdays   (3.00pm - 4.00pm)  -  Rugby Club          Year 7           Mr Thorne 
 Wednesdays  (3.00pm - 4.00pm) -  Athletics Club      Year 7, 8 & 9 Mr Quirk/Mr Bielby 
 Wednesdays  (3.10pm - 4.00pm) -  Cricket Club         Year 8 & 9    Mr Thorne 
 Thursdays  (3.00pm - 4.00pm) -  Cricket Club         Year 7           Mr Bielby 

We are also currently looking to provide pupils with opportunities to attend Badminton and 

Tennis clubs. We will notify you about these as soon as we are able to confirm if and when they 

will take place. 

I would greatly appreciate it if you could encourage your son to get involved in as many 

activities as possible.              Mr Quirk 

MATHS DEPARTMENT 
Congratulations to all of our year 7 and 8 boys who have worked hard over the holidays to improve their 
times tables by using Times Table Rockstars.                 Mr Woodcock 
In particular, well done to our top classes who were: 
1. 8z1 
2. 8x3 
3. 7MF 
 
And to our top 10 students who answered the most questions correctly during the Easter holidays, showing 
fantastic dedication: 
 
1. Jamie Duncan (Y8) 
2. George Williamson (Y8) 
3. Taylor Fensom (Y8) 
4. Danny March Williams (Y7) 
5. Ryan Own (Y8) 
6. Lewis Price-Davies (Y7) 
7. Adam Burrow (Y7) 
8. Dylan West (Y7) 
9. Owen Rimmer (Y8) 
10. Harry Brown (Y7) 



 
 

 
 

PEER MENTOR APPLICATIONS 
Peer Mentors play a vital role in assisting with transition and supporting new students. Becoming a Peer 
Mentor is a role of responsibility and will help students develop their leadership skills, self-esteem and 
confidence whilst feeling a sense of pride that they are helping others. We encourage all students in Year 7 
to consider applying for the role. 
The closing date for applications is Friday 16 April 2021.            Mrs Nightingale 
 
BEDROCK VOCABULARY COMPETITION 
To reward students' hard work learning important academic vocabulary, Bedrock Vocabulary recently ran a 
competition open to pupils across the UK who achieved a performance threshold in their vocabulary lessons. 
Huge congratulations go to Huw Sinclair in 8CW who won a £10 Amazon voucher for consistently completing 
his Bedrock lessons. Well done Huw! Bedrock have now launched a new competition, giving two pupils the 
chance to win a £250 technology bundle (where students can select up to £250 worth of tech). In addition, 50 
students will win a £10 voucher of their choosing. Pupils simply complete their Bedrock vocabulary lessons 
each week, ensuring that they have accrued at least 120 points by Friday 28 May. Bedrock Vocabulary can 
now be accessed using a student's school Google log in to make signing in much easier. Good luck! 
                  Mrs Keating 
MOTHER TONGUE OTHER TONGUE COMPETITION 2021 
It is now time to enter the exciting Mother Tongue Other Tongue Competition - This is a free to enter 
competition open to all pupils. Mother Tongue asks pupils, who do not have English as a first language, to 
write a creative poem or song in their native language, while Other Tongue asks pupils to create an original 
poem in a second language they are learning at school (French or Spanish). All entries will be submitted by 
e-mail, no public performance is required. If you’re interested in entering the competition please speak 
to Mrs Mulhall – or email amulhall@birkdalehigh.co.uk The closing date is Wednesday 26 May 2021. 
For more detail please read the attached poster.          Mrs Mulhall 

THE GREEN MACHINE 
Here’s a free, easy way you can help the environment AND charity! 
The ‘Little Packs, Big Impact’ initiative, is a partnership 
with recycling innovators TerraCycle which allows 
customers to recycle any empty prescription and over-the-

counter medicine blister packets, simply and freely, by dropping them in 
dedicated bins the next time they visit their local participating Superdrug. 
Pharmacies will be rewarded with 100 TerraCycle points for each 
kilogram of blister packets collected, with each point worth £0.01 for a 
charity of their choice. If you would find it easier to send your blister 
packs into school, please give them to Mrs Bradley in the Hub and she 
will take them to Superdrug.                      Mrs Bradley 
 

ANIMAL CLUB 

There is work being carried out in the animal room this week to update the heating system, therefore animal 

club will resume next week, starting Monday 19 April 2021 after school from 3.10pm - 4.10pm. Please check 

outside the entrance to the Science corridor near G8 for the days that correspond to each year group. 

Mondays - Year 9 

Tuesdays - Year 8 

Wednesdays - Year 7 (please check your group number for attendance) 

Thursdays - Year 7 (please check your group number for attendance) 

Fridays - Year 10 

Thank you to all boys, parents/carers who have looked after the animals for an unprecedented amount of time 

this year. I’m truly grateful.  All animals can be returned whenever possible.                      Mr Leece 



 
 

 
 

Our animals during lockdown 

Rex watching TV                                                        Buddy helping with lockdown learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gerbils decided to rearrange their cage before they took part in the latest Joe Wicks online workout, 

during lockdown. 

 
2021 WOOLTON GOLF CLUB JUNIOR OPEN 
The 2021 Woolton Golf Club Junior Open is taking place on Friday 20 August 2021 and is now open for 
bookings.  There is no need to play with a member but young people need to have their own clubs and golf 
bag to take part.  Further details are attached to this flyer.  If you need any further information, please contact 
Mr Moss.                             Mr Moss 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Bourgade 

Headteacher 

 



 
 

 
 

THE WEEK IN TWEETS – To view all our Tweets, please visit Twitter at @BirkdaleHS 
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Officially Endorsed by 

Malala Yi usafzai 
Youngest Nobel Peace Prize Winner and Education Activist 

Closing deadline 

26th May 2021 
A Winners Celebration Event 

vvill be held on Wednesday 

14th July 2021 (Subject to 

Government Guidelines)

For further details visit 
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The Competition
A multilingual poetry competition that celebrates 
cultural diversity and the many languages spoken 
in schools across the North West of England.

Routes into Languages North West  and the Manchester Children’s  
Book Festival invites young writers to send in their poetry and verse 
for this free-to-enter multilingual poetry competition. 

The competition is led by the former Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy 
and is this year’s Laureate Education Project.  

It is endorsed by British Boxer Amir Khan, who has said:  
I think it’s important to encourage more pupils in school 
to learn a language and this competition is a great way  
to boost children’s confidence.

FREE to enter.  Open to 8 – 18 year olds (Year 4 to Year 13) 
Deadline for entries 26th May 2021

Mother Tongue
A Mother Tongue entry will be in 
two parts. Children who do not 
have English as a first language, 
or who speak a different language 
at home should submit a creative 
poem or song from their mother 
tongue in any language other 
than English. This can be an 
original, creative piece or a poem 
or song that is ‘remembered’ – i.e. 
something the pupil recalls or has 
been told by a relative.

The second part of the Mother 
Tongue entry is a short 
explanation of the inspiration 
behind the piece, where it comes 
from and why it is important to 
the person submitting it (no more 

than half a page). This part must 
be written in English and is the 
part the entry will be judged on.

Other Tongue
An Other Tongue entry should 
be an original poem written in 
a language learned at school 
and not the first language of 
the person writing it.  In the 
North West region entries can be 
submitted in French, German, 
Spanish, Italian, Arabic, Urdu and 
Mandarin.

For both parts of the competition, 
judging is based on the written 
work and not the artwork. 
However, we usually have many 
beautifully illustrated entries and 

encourage pupils to consider the 
presentation of their work.

Submitting your Entries
Entries should be submitted by post 
only - sorry we are unable to accept 
email entries.  All entries must 
reach us by the 26th May 2021.

Each entry must be accompanied 
by a cover sheet (entries without 
a cover sheet cannot be accepted). 
The cover sheet is available to 
download here: mmu.ac.uk/
mothertongueothertongue/how-to-
enter/

We can only accept up to four 
entries for Mother Tongue and up 
to four entries for Other Tongue, 
from each school.

See the Mother Tongue Other Tongue website for further details and to 
download the cover sheet for entries, promotional materials, workshop 
ideas and resources: mmu.ac.uk/mothertongueothertongue

Or email: routes@mmu.ac.uk for more information and to request 
printed promotional materials.
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2021 Woolton Golf Club – JUNIOR OPEN – Book online today !

• Friday 20th August  - two formats for our Junior golfing community 

• 18 hole Individual Stableford competition
• £15 pp inc soup & sandwich 
• Boys & Girls welcome, play in 4 balls
• Maximum handicap 36 
• Tee times 10am to 1pm

• Reduced ‘8 hole’ Individual Stableford competition
• New to the game or early starter ? Come and try competition golf on a reduced course! 
• £8 pp (golf entry only)
• Boys & Girls welcome, play in 4 balls
• Handicap from 36+  to new starter 
• Tee times 2pm to 3pm

• Come and have fun for a few hours 

• Must have your own clubs &  golf bag 

• Book & Pay online at https://www.wooltongolfclub.com/opens

No need to play with a Member. Just Book online. 

Must have a recognised Golf Handicap. R&A Rules apply.

*all bookings subject to Covid restrictions at date of the Open event.

https://www.wooltongolfclub.com/opens
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